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NOTE:

On 1 July 1943, the officer personnel of the S-3 Section
consisted of yajor Jack M. Duncan, Captain Irving R. Wyeth and
1lst Lt John D. Foulk. About 2 July, kejor Duncan was injured
and hospitalized. Colonel Wiley H. O'Mohundro, Commending Of-
ficer 7th Infantry Regiment, reorganized the S-3 Section as
follows: Ceptain Wyeth was placed in charge of all small unit
traeining to include battalion lével., 1st Lt Foulk was assigned
the mission of completing, executing and coordinating all
planning phases of the amphibious operetion, which included
two practice landings during the training phase. His mission
also included the publication and issuance of the orders con-
tained in Field Order No. 12 "Anvil Dragoon™. 1lst Lt Foulk
functioned as temporary S-3 until about 17 August 1944 at
which time Captain Wyeth assumed full S-3 duties.



THE AMPHIBIOQUS OPERATIONS OF THE 7TH INFANTKY
REGLWENT (3RD INFANTRY DIVISION) AT CAPKE CAVALATRE~SUR-MER,
SQUTHERN FRANCE, 15 AUGUST - 19 AUGUST 1944
( SOUTHERN FRANCE CAMPAIGN)
(Personal Experience of an Acting Regimental S-3).
INTRODUCTTION | |
This monograph includes the training-plenning phases
and combat operations of the 7th Infantry Regiment, 3rd US
Infentry Division during the emphibious assault landing on
Red Beach, east of Cepe Cavalalire-sur-Mer, France, on 15
August 1944. .
Stress will be placed on the aggressiveness of all
units concerned, the relationship of prior experience, or-
ganized training, Esprit de Corps and lesdership, as a direct
influence on the success and accomplishment of an assigned
mission. It might be said that the success-of an operation
is in ratio to the treining received. |
Prior to the Southern France operation the 7th Infantry
Regiment participated in the following World War II Campaigns:

1. TFrench lioroccan Campalgn  8-11 November 1G42
(amphibious landing}

2. Tunisian Campaign 17 November 1942-13 May 1943

3. Siecilian Cempaign - 14 May-17 August 1943
(emphibious landing) -

L. Naples-Figgia Cempaign 19 Sep 1943-21 Jen 1944

5. Anzio Campaign 22 January-2i May 1944
{amphibious landing)

6. Rome-Arno Campeign 25 kay-14 August 1944
with such & successful background the 7th Infantry Regiment
was prepared to profit by previous experlence in preparing

for the Southern France operation.



The Allied Forces in the Medlterrenean were mounting
a new blow against the German forces as far back as 1 April
1943, in the form of a landing Iin Southern France. (1) By
December 1943 the point of decision was reached and a direc-
tive was 1issued to General Eisenhower that thé operation would
teke plece in May 1944. However, due to the Italien stalemate
in the battle for Rome, plans were set back until July 1944
when the mission dete was designated as 15 August 1944. (2)
The operation was'to be known as "Anvil®" but this name
was compromised and the alternate name "Dragoon'" was assigned. (3)
There were four main reasons and purposes why the Allied
Command decided on the Southern France invesion:
1. To assist the Normandy attack by engaging German
forces that might otherwise be used.in Northern France.
2. To capture a major port through which large scale .
reinforcements could flow.
3. To liberate France.
4. To join up with the cross-channel invasion for thel
decisive battle with the German Armies of the west. (4)
The US Seventh Army under the command of Lieutenant General
Alexander M. Patch was selected as the inveding force. Plans

formulated were baéed on ideal weather conditions and the

landing areas' favorasble approach to the Rhone valley. gSub-
ordinate elements selected for the operation were Major General
- Lueian Truscott's VI Corps; US lst Special Service Force; tne
French Groupe de Commandos; and a British-American Airborne
Task Force. (5)

(l)éé‘l; (2:3) A-'l’ ;A‘5’ L. 126; (Ll-) A—‘5: P- 126; (5} A"ll-’
P. -



Plans for the Dragoocn operation were nearly cancelled
at 1100 hours, 9 August 1944, when Allied-Force Headguarters
told the planning sections to take Taskforce Dragoon and strike
the southern coast of Brittany. However, with troops loading
and sailing dates so near, moré thought was given and no changes
executed. (6)

Beginning in June 1944 the German Armies were harder
pressed than ever before in World War II. A major Allied of-
fensive in Italy was in progress and Rome had been captured.

An 8ll out pursuit was being made north of the Tiber River. On
& June 1944 the Normandy invasion opened another battle fromnt -
'for the Germans, and the Soviet Armies began massive attacks
‘gcross the Pripet marshes. By mid-July the Germans had recovered
and stopped the Itallen advences and established the Plsa -
Rimini line; but the Allies in Normandy and the Soviets in Poland
continued successful attacks to disrupt German resistance. By
14 August 1944 the Allied Armies in France were breakling the
resistance of the German 7th Army, by closing the Falalse pocket
and threatening Tours, Dreux, Orleans; and Paris. (7) The
Russians were driving the Germans back, and had separated the
Baltic countries at Rige and reached the bordersof East Prussia
and Warsaw, Poland. ({8}

For about a year the Germans had been worried as to the
whereabouts of General Patton's old Sicilian Command. (9) The
threat of an invasion in Southern France hed held a substantial

German force, counsisting of the Nineteenth and First Armies,

immobilized in the Southern France areas.

(6) A-5, p. 1265 (7) A-4, p. 67; (8) 4-5, p. 1265 (9) A-1.



THE GENERAL SITUATION

The enemy had thirteen identified divisions south of
the Loire River on 28 July 1944. Of that, nine were limited
employment divisions and four were offensive divisions. The
;atter included two Panzer divisions and two infantry divisions.
The 341st Assault Gun Brigade was somewhere in the Marbonne
area. Three tank battalions and sixteen 08?‘5&ttalioﬁ5were
scattered throughout &me Southern France,s=sms Several other
labor units which were orgenized under the supervision of the
German SS were also to be found in this erea. Combat efficiency
was considered to be fair; however, caution was taken so as not
to under-estimate the enemy's capabilities, because the offen-
sive divisions were cbnsidered high calibre outfits and veterans.
German airpdwer was depleted to about 150 long range bombers,
30 bomber reconnaissance planes and 100 single engine fighters
which couid be expected to participate. No naval forces were
considered as a major threat. The attitude of the civillan
population was considered friendly and assistance from the FFIL
organizations was expected to be helpful and dependable. (14}

Enemy capablliities were limited to the Tollowing:

1. To defend on the water line

2. To defend on the high ground inlend

3. To countersattack the beachhead forces

4. To contein the beachhead

5. To delay or withdraw (11)

Fixed defenses in the 3rd pPivision sector consisted of =a

shallow line of pillboxss, casements and strong peints located

{10) A-3, A-5, p. 132; (11) A-3.
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inland from the landing areas. 4il defenses were enclosed
with tactical wire and mines. Offshore mines and obstacles
were numerous in the 7th Infanﬁry Regimental sector. Counter-
attacks by the enemy could be expected in short time after the
establishment of the initial beachhead line.
In general, the German forces consisted of the following
order of battle: (12) |
Army Group G, in control of all armies in Southern France
Nineteenth Army, in control of the French Mediterraneén
Coast
. LVIII Panzer Corps, participeted in the German withdrawal
from Southern France, August 1944
189th Infaentry Division, involved after the initial Allied
landing in Southefn france
716th Infantry Division, engaged in combat during the initial
phases '
11th Panzer Division, engeged in combat throughout the
Southern France Campaign.
In the-7th Infantry Regimental sector only the following
German troops were considered as an immediate threat: (i3)
9i7th Infaniry Regiment less two companies ’
Elements.of two companies 917th Infantry Regiment located
at Cape Cavalaire-sur-ler.
80% of an 0ST Battalion, located north of Red Beach
One bvattalion 155mm Artillery
205th OST Battalion
1190th Artillery Battalion .

Reinforcements from the 765th Infantry Regiment which was
(12) 4-8" {See Map A); (13) a-5, p. 132,
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located about four miles north of Red Beach.

242nd Fussiliare Battalion

918th Infantry Regiment located west of Cape Negre.

G-2 reports indicated that hostile civilians swarmed the
Naples - Pozzuolf.. area in Italy; thus & strict and rigidly
controlled security system was established.

On 14 <une 1944 the US 3rd Infantry Division moved from
Rome, Itely, to the Naples area to onée again prepare and train
for an amphibious assault on enemy shores. (14) The 45th and
36th Divisions also began intensive preparations for their -
respective missions in the invasion. The lst US Special Force
and the French Groupe de Commandos prepared for their special
assigmments. The US Navy hégan their assembly of assault and
supporting lending eraft with the problem of sﬁpplying personnel
and equipment to assist the infantry units in training. Special
supplies and'equipment,’such as DD tenks, LCVP's, and radios,
were assembled and combined Army-Navy coordinating meetings
began planning operations.

In order to orient the reéder, so as to understénd the

problem of terrain that confronted the planning boards, it is
necessary to digress and mention a brief terrain analysis. (15)
The coast line of Southern France is irreguler with rocky head-
lands and small beaches. In general, directly behind the beaches,
mountains rise to an elevation from 1,000 to 1,500 feet. The
peninsulsa bounded by the Gulf de St. Tropez and Baie de Cavalaire
rise from sea level to an elevation of 300 feet. Drainage is

'generally south to the sea and north to La Mole and Grande rivers.

(14} On 1 January 1944 the 7th infantry Regiment began training
in this same area for the Anzio operation; (15) A=3, A-5, p.
133.



No surface water would be found. There is one ridge system

in the 7th Infantry's area between thercoast and La Mole valley
extending from Bormes. Red Beach cénsisted of a soft fine sand
beach flanked by a narrow belt of tree covered dunes behind
ﬁhich i1s the co&st road and railrocad. Exits were adequate ini-
tially for a 1limited emount of pefsonnel and heavy motor trans-
pértation after which minor preparations would be necessary.
(16) A single track narrow gauge railroad extends along the
coast from the west thence northeast tco Le Croix. One principal
hard surfaced road, Route 98, existed, however several other
good rosds formed a suitable network for transportation. #ountain
slopes, mentioned previously, are covered with scattered woods,
however the lower slopes are usually terraced end cultivated.

The bay of Cape Cavalaire-sur-Mer conteins two beaches. The

east beach was considered inadequate, SmF==
therefore the west beach was selscted for lending operations.
Good anchorage for craft could. be obtained 400 yards off shore
in six fathoms of water. Red Beach (the west one) is 3900 yards
long and from 20 to 50 yards wide; the southwsstern half of
the beacd?ﬁacked'by wooded slopes and the outskirts of the village
of Cavalaire-sur-ler. In the eastern half of Red Beach the
hinterland consisted of cultivated fields with scattered field
and farm houses.. |

The following military obstacles were considered: (17)

l. The lack of good roads

2. 'Ine difficulty of vehicle dispersion in the mountains

3. Ease of enemy defense capabilitiles

4. Limited use of ermor, particularly tanks and tank

(16) Personal knowledge; A-3; (17) A-3, Annex II.



destroyers

5. Large number of vulnerable bridges, culverts, etc.

6. In general, cover and concealment were considefed

adeguate.

It was expected that .the enemy would have the beach
moderately defended, with minor beach defenses, consisting of
a rather shallow line of pillboxes and strong points located
in rear of the landing areas. All defenses were mined and
protected with teectical wire._ Offshore mines and underwster
obstacles were known to exist prior to the operation planning.

The enemy's ability to marshal reserves was considered
- to be'dependent on the speed and surprise of the invasion.
Counterattacks were to be expected in a minimum of time. The
enemy's alternate, in the event he could not repel the invasion,
was to delay and build up defenses to protect Tulon and Marseilles.

In general, théf%eventh Army's mission was to conduct an
amphibious assault ageinst Southern France in the sector sast
of Tulon with an immediate mission of capturing that port for
future operations. This mission was asccomplished by the follow-
ing units:

VI Corps was assigned the mission of conducting a simul-
taneous daylight assault on the beaches from Cape Cavalairs to
Agay employing three divisions abreast, advance inland and con-
tact the Provisionel Airborne Division at Le luy area, and
extend the beachhead to the high ground nofth of St. Raphel and
Fre jus, secure the Argus valley alrfield sites, protect the
right flank, seize Le Muy and advance to the northwest, main-

taining contact with the I French Corps on the left flank. (See

Map A)
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lét Special Service Force would land and capture Port Cros
and Leyant islands. |

French Groupe de Commendos would land in the vieinity of
Cape Negre prior to daylight D-day and seize the high ground
two miles north of Cape Negre and protect the left flank.

An Alrborne Task Force was assigned the wmission of landing
on the high grqund north, west and south of Le Muy té prevent
enemy movement into the assault areas. |

Combat Command I, lst French Armored Division, would land
as directed by Commanding General VI Corps.

ASth'Aﬁti-Aircraft Artillery Group would be in direct support
to 3rd Infantry Division.

"was continuous and planned

Naval gunfire and air support
under separate orders. (18)

VI Corps planned to accomplish its mission in the following
manner. 36th Division would land in the St. Raphael area; 45th
Division would liesnd in the Ste Maxime &ares; and the 3rd Division
would land at two polnts as follows:

15th Infantry Regiment land at the Domaine area

7th Infentry Regiment land at Cape Cavalaire-sur-kMer area

30th Infantry Regiment land as réserves and pass through
the 7th Infamtry Regiment

The mission of the 3rd Infantry Division consisted of nine
(9) assignments: ,

1. Land’assauit forces on beaches RED &nd YELLOW and clear
them of all enemy resistance.

2. Capture St. Tropez, Grimeud, Coglin and clear St. Tropez

11



peninsula of all enemy resistance.

3. Advance inland aggressively, coordinate all elements
and capture the Corps beachhead line, prepare to continue west
on Corps order.

4. Destroy all enemy resistance encountered.

5. Employ armored reconnaissance to reconnolter all roads
in the zone and gain contact with French Groupe de Cormandos.

6. Protect VI Corps left flank. .

7. Coordinate with 45th Division on right flank.

8. When passed through by elements of I French Corps,
regroup and continue offensive in the right zone.

9. Meintain contact with I French Corps.

The 3rd Infantry Division, reinforced Ezwgpproximately
20,000 troops consisting of supporting tactical and service

troops, planned to attack with 7th and 15th Infantry Regiments
landing as assault units and 30th Infantry Regiment,'in'reserve,f
to pass through the 7th Infantry Reglment upon the capturéror
Red Béach. Mission of 30th Infantry Regiment was to capture
Coglin and Grimaud. 15th Infantry Regimental area for landing
was located between Cape Comarat and Pointe de Capon to St.
Tropez.

Tnis invasion was to be the first daylight assault landing
ever conducted by the 7th Infantry Regiment. All previous opera-
tions were initiated with the assault troops landing during the

nours of darkness. (19)

THE REGIMENTAL SITUATION

Tone 7th Infantry Regiment participated in the capture of

Rome, Italy, after which a snort period was spent as occupation

(19) 4-3, 4-7.



“troops of the Rome area. On 1i dJune the regiment moved.by
vehicle to Lido di Roma for six days. On 20 June the regiment
moved via Anzio, to the Naples area to begin preparations for
an operaﬁion, then unknown to anyoﬁe in the regiment.

The 7th Infantry Regimental bivouac and training area was
located north of Pozzuoli, Itely, where.the regiment had just
six months prior embarked on the Anzic operation.

Upon arrival in this aree small unit treining begen simul-
taneously with physical conditioning and general housekeeping.
The training directives from higher headquarters seemed to in-
dicate that the next operation would be either a river crossing
or an amphibious operation. On about 27 June 1944 the Regimental
Commander and S-3 were called to = planniné board and the ground
floor for an amphibious assault invasion took form. Immediately
& small unlt training section was set up in S-3 sections. (See
Annex) Unit treining included coordinated tenk-infantry attacks
on platoon and corpany level; small unit coordination with naval
iiaison groups {(fire control parties}; and coordinated suppérting
weapons training. The advanced training inciuded assault boat
landings.with naval craft and regimental practice lending opera-
tions on beaches that weré very similar to those beaches of
Southern Franée. Bach practice operation and training phsse
was carefully critiqued. This proved to be one of the most
valuable training phases available in that 1t assisted each in-
dividual to note his errors and visualize his pert in the regi-
mental plans. It was in this phase that many of the lessons
learned in previous operations were pointed out and corrective

action taken. The result of this extensive and detaiied training

13-



was perfection of performence of all individuals. Due to the
shortage of naval craft initielly, mock-up LCVP's were con-
structed on the ground. Necessary barbed wire courses, demo-
litions, night attack problems, mountain training, mine field
wori, formations, communications, and many other minor subjects
were formulated into & progressive training schedule; however,
ail of the training strove for physical conaitioning, aggres-
siveness and coordination. Two actual practice landings were
conducted. All personnel participated so as to be certain
that each man Xnew his job., It is well to point out thet these
prectice landings were conducted on beaches and terrain very
similar to thet of Red Beach, Southern France. TDuring this time
many planning, logistical, loading, &and comblned Army-Navy
coordinating boards were developing the finsl plans. Eriefing
of personnel began with key regimental staff members sand battalion
commandérs. Sendtables, maps and air photos, all without icen-
tification,'were used to good advantage. S-4 and the motor officers
begen the detaliled waterproofing task and completed it with the
utmost speed and efficiency. Duriug the initieal planning stages
only an outline of plans %;éé known, but by 1 August 1944 &
complete regimental pian was ready for issue. 0On 3 August 1944
& combined meeting wes celled for all officers. (See Annex)
This meeting was the final one and proved most valusable
because sirall points most‘vital to an operation of this type
were coordinated and each officer understood his part in the
completed plcture. For the next few days esch unit commander
held briefings with his men. 4s a final preperstion each bat-

talion placed a small identification symbol psinted on the backs
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of their helmets. for s=simplicity the battelions decided to

e

use & heart, diamonéiﬁlug resPecti#ely. Other units within

the regiment used a similar merking. By doing this, & communder
could immedietely recognize his men and better conirol his
movement scross the beaches.

Needless to stéte that during the training and plenning
phases up to the embarketicn all security measures were sitrictly
enforced. WNo one except selected commanders end staff officers
Knew tihe exsct country where the landing was to take place.
After the ships were loesded with both men and equipment,’and in
their rendezvous arees, the Regimental S-2 personally delivered
weps and data to eech unit commander. They were instructed not
to open the sealed packages until <4 hours out &t sea. (20}

"It is necessery to digress at this time to explain the
organization of the Regimental Battle Patrol. On Anzio each
regiment in the 3rd Infantry Division orgenized regimental battle
patrols consisting of a small headquarters'and supply group, .
three groups éf 15 men each. Total strength 4 officers and 48
enliéted men. All personnel were volunteers with battle expe-
rience. Officers and men were speciaslly trained and equipped
for ell types of limited‘réconnaissance and combat patrolling
or sttacks. For the Southern France operation‘this orgapization
was chenged to consist of & headgusrters, three rifle platoons,h
two gun mortar sections, two gun machine gun sections, and a
small demolitions section. .TOtal strength 4 officers and 160

enlisted men.
Attachments to the 7th Infantry Regiment consisted of the

10th Field Artillery Battzlion with 634,th Bettalion less one
(20) Personal knowledge.

15



battery, Cowpeny 4 10th Engineer Battellon, Compeny A 3rd
Chemicael Battalion, Company 4 3rd iedical Battalion &nd 30th
Infentry Hegimentel Battle Patrol, Company A& 60lst Tank
Destroyer Bettaelion and Company A 756th Temk Battalion. Sup-
port;ng elements were nurerocus, a few mentioned herein were

the 3rd bBattellion 36th Engineer Regiment, Naval Shore Fire
Control Parties, Detachment 6617 Mine Clearing Company, Detach~
ment 3rd éignal Company and Prisoner of #&r Interrogation Teams.

The mission of the 7th Infantry‘Regiment was assigned as
follows: (21}

1. Land two battalions in the assault at H-hour.

2. Land remsinder of thé regiment in accordence with the
landing schedule, sdvance to initiél beachhead line and destroy
enemy in zone of action.

3. COceupy ené hold enemy beyond the initisl beachhead line.

4. Establish and maintain contact with the 15th Infantry'
Regiment.

5. Hheconnoiter toward Cape Negre and establish contact
with French Groupe de Commandos.

6. Protect the Division left flank.

7. ©On Division order azdvance to the west slong highwey 98

torough Ladole.

THE REGIMENTAL PLAN OF ATTACK

The 7th Infantry Regiment planned to accomplish its mission
by the method outlined by Field Order No. 12 dated 2 August 1944.
An explanation of the method and material utilized to derive

this plan would involve a long description of various coordinated
(21} 4A-3.
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activities of all staff sectlions and subordinate commanders,
besed particularly on 5-2 informetion and 8-3 map studies in
conjunction with adjacent units énd the division plen. The
following plan is condensed but all vital points are mentioned
herein: ({22) (See lap B)

1. 2nd Battalion {reinforced) was to land in the right
half of ked Beach, destroy all enemy resistance in that zone.
neorganize on thé coordinating line Xay and advance toc the
initial beachhead line, thence to objective D. Prepare to
advence to the west, on regimentel order; or establish road-
blocks and hold present position and support by fire 30th In-
fantry Regiment-advance to the north and northwest. Patrol
aggressively on all avenues of approach.

2. 30th Infentry Battle Patrol (attached to 2Znd Battalion)
was to lend on the right of Znd Battalion, destroy all enemy
resistance and contect 15th Infantry Regiment at C-1 (see Yap B)
on the extreme right flank of the initial beachhead line. Upon
contact revert to control of 30th Infantry Regiment.

3. 3rd Battalion (reinforced) was to land on the left
Tlank of Red Béach, destroy all enemy resistance in that zone;
Reorganize on the coordinating line M-N and continue the advance
along coastal road to the initiai beachhead line. (23) One
company 3rd Battelion to seize high ground (24) and destroy
all enemy forces encountered. Establish road blocks. Prepare
to advance to the west along coastal road to division bsachhead
line. (25) Protect the division left flank. Patrcl aggres- |

sively on all avenues of approach.

]

{22) A-3; ({23) Map B, Objective A; (24) Map B, Objective B;
(25) Map B, Objectives 1,2,3,4,5,and 6.
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4. DBattle Patrol 7th Infantry Regiment (ettached to 3rd
Battalion) was to land on the extreme left flank, assist in
clearing the beach of enemy resistance, advance along the
coastal road, clesar énsmy résistance from defensive pésitions
at Cape Cavaléire-sur-Mer peninsula, and contact the French |
Groupe de Commandos at (ape Negre.

5. 1lst Battalion was to land on Red Beach at H plus 30,

" clear any enemy resistence remaining on the beach, send a strong
petrol to capture high ground 3500 yards north of the landing
aree {Objective®?), contact 2nd Battalion at & point on the
western edge of their objective, prepare to meet & counteratiack
or continue the advance to west astride highway 98 to division
beachhead line, maintain contact with 30th Infentry Regiment

on the right and 3rd Battalion on the left. (26)

6. Anti-tank end Cannon Companies were to‘land on sche-
dule and plan support of either battalion by fire against both
enemy personnel or armor. Anti-tank Company to attach one
platocon each to 2nd and 3rd Battalions.

7. 10th Field Artillery (reinforced) was to support the
regiment by fire and place fire on hlighwey 98 upon receipt of
reglmental orders.

8. Company A, 10th Engineer Battelion was to give direct

support to the regimental advance until ordered to revert to

division control.

9. Company A, 756th Tank Battalion and Company A, 601st
Tank Destroyer Battalion were to land and attech one platoon to

each assault bhattalion, &s soon as de-waterproofing was accomplished.
(26) Refer to lap B.
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These companies, less above platoons, were to support the
regimental advence and be prepared to meet an enemy counterattack.
10. Company A, 3rd Chemical Battalion was to support the

regiment by fire. |

11. Compeny 4, 3rd Medical Battalion, Regimental Medical
Section, Service Company, Prisoner of War Teams, and a Signal
vetachment 3rd Signal Company were to land on schedule and
support the regiment in their respective roles. Such édminis—
trative details as traffic control, evacuation, straggler lines,
snd supplies were covered by separate orders. (27)

Three alternate plans were developed and issued in prepa-
ration for en unfordable beach.

If ne obstacles fdr landing were present the assault
echelon would discharge & red smoke grenade. When beach défenses
were neutraliéed the aessault battalions would display a violet
smoke grenade. Yellow grenades would ldentify friendly troops
to air support units. I obstacles prevented a landing, a green
perachute flare would be discharged.

An elaborate smokerplan was issued in conjuncition with
the air and naval support plens.

The regimental code for reference to ground locations
was issued in the form of a check point code system. |

Final coordination with the Navy resulted in two loeding
areas being designated. One at Bala and one at Nisida, Italy,
both within a Tew miles of the regimental assembly ares at
pPozzuoli, Itely. All ships and lsnding craft were loaded in

priority menner and early on 9 August 1944 troops began to
(27) A-3.
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board their various assigned craft. iach man carried his
combat landing equipmént and in meany cases extra emmunition
for crew served weapons. Other individual loads consisted of
pole charges, satchel charges, grenades, extra radios, pgcks,
wire cutters, and gas massks. Lach individuel carried one K .

ration and three D rations.

H-LEOUR D-DAY

On 9-10 August 1944, the creft bearing the 7th Infantry
Regimental Combat Team moved from the ports of Naples, Italy,
and rendezvoused in the Guifs of Napies and Salerno. On 12
August 1944 the invasion armade salled and began the voyage
to Southern France. 0On 13 August 1944 the convoy passed through
the Bonifacio Strait that éeparates Corsica and Sardina. Con-
tinuing to the harbor of Ajaccio, the convoy conducted another
rendezvous where the final assembly of the armada was completed.
During this periocd small unit briefings were conducted and mental
rehearsals prepared each individual and prevented him from
forgetting his part in the invesion. (z8)

On 14 August 1944 the armads closed the formstion end by
darkness hed maneuvered into assigned areas off the coast of
France. H-hour was set at 0800 hours. Assault troops were
alerted prior to 0630 hours 15 August 1944 and after & hot
breakfast, were loaded into waiting LCVP's. (29) At 0630 hours
the Navel guns began the bombardment of Red Beech, air strikes
by the Alr Corps became frequent. All types of aircraft could
be observed in the eir, some of which were attack bombers,
fighters, heavies, and cobservation aircraft. All fires of both

(28) A-5, p. 133, Personal knowledge; (29) LCVpP-landing craft
vehicle or personnel.
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air and navy were pounding the beaches on organized precision
schedules. Medium bombers bombed Red Beach with 100-pound
quick-fuze bombs in an attempt to detonate known enemy mine

- Tields and destroy beach obstacles.

About one-half hour prior to H-hour the Naval rocket
ships began their bombardment of Red Beach, firing a series of
4000 rockets in accordance with a prearranged schedulef (30)

The Naval Commander (31} ordered the V-boats sent ashore.
(32) A totsal of‘four were launched and, upon contact with
enemy off shore mines and obstacles, all four sent up a dense
cloud of water when they exploded.

The enemy made no immediate answer to the fire. The massed
coordinated fire plan was the most intensive landing fire prepara-
tlon ever witnessed by the 7th Infantry Regiment in its long
history of amphiblous operations. These fires continued whils
each aessault wave rendezvoused in its respective area.

Teams of army and navy personnel under navy control with
special training and equipment were used with limited success
in clearing underwater obstecles. {33)

An LST with a constructed filght ramp on the main deck
enabled artillery lieison, L-4 and L-5 alrcraft plenes to teke
off and support the infantry advance. These plenes with observers
directed naval gunfire in addition to the supporting air andt
artillery fires.

Finally as the stage was set, under the cover of the mass

"of fires and the dense smoke caused by the impact areas, all
(30) A-7; (31) Commender Greiger, US Navy, in commend of ail
navy assault craft on Red Besch; (32) These boeats were LCVP's

loaded with explosives that would detonate upon contact with
offshore mines or obstacles; (33) A-7.
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waves began their run for shore. At this time radios were
opened but no transmittals except emergencies were to be made
until eshore.

From the Command LCI, which was running in just in rear
of the assault battalions, a serious incident could be observed
and for the moment it looked as though sn alternate plan might
be necessary. The 2Znd Battelion had struck weter mines snd
obstacles about 75 yards off shore. Two LCVP's of Compeny G
were blown to bits, a total of LO men were missing, snd another
LCVP of Compeny F struck & mine and lost 20 men. (34) It might
be said that at this time an alternate plan could have Dbeen
placed into effect; however, as the assault waves appro&ched

shore the chences of & successful change in plans decreased.

In view of the fact that the 30th Infantry Battle Patrol and 3rd
Battalion had not encountered & similar situastion, the Command-
ing Officer 7th Infantry Regiment decided to proceed as planned.
(35)

The exact time that troops set ashore 1s not known by the
author; however, everything was on- schedule and it is assumed
that troops hit the shore exactly at 0800 hours. The Navy smoke
pian was now:in effect and visibility became limited. Enemy
fire was now being received from most of the known positions.
EFnemy 20mm, small arms, and machine gun fire began on the left
fleank, firingwfinal protective lines across the water obstacles
and beach areas. When the Regimental Commander and his party

were abqut one-gquarter mile off shore, they lcaded into sn await-

(34) a~5, p. 134, Personal knowledze and statement of Captain
Richard L. Kerr, then Executive Officer Compeny G; (35) State-
ment of Colonel Wiley H. OthMohundro.
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1ng'LCVP and moved ashorg, nearly hitting an underwater mine-
Tield about 200 yards off shore.

The 30th Infentry Battle Patrol began‘their mission
immediately upon beasching. Radlo.communications falled end no
contact with this unit was maintained. If this patrol had
encountered heavy resistance, no ,one would have known it.

- Several attemptis falled to gain'knowledge of their location,
however 2nd Battalion was able to verify their situation at

~ about 1000 hours. This pastrol did accomplish their mission
very effectively and after meeting only light resistance con- _
sisting of scattered riflemen, contacted the 15th Infantry
Regiment at 1025 hours. No further incidents occurred.

The 2nd Battelion landed with Company F on the left,
Company G center and Company E on the righti moved through
beach obstacles and mine fields rapidly so as to avoid the
enemy beach defensive fires which were now increasing and being
fired from the encmy inlasnd defenses. At 0825 Commending Q0ffi-
cer 2nd Battelion (36) sent the followlng message to the Regl-
mentel Commender, "Recelving mortar and small arms fire on the
right flank". A Red smoke grenade was observed indlcating that
enemy obstaclés did not prevent the landing. At 0850 another
message from 2nd Battallon stated that "Battalion at Coordinat-
ing line X~Y". A violet smoke grenade was observed indicating
that encmy beach defenses had been neutrsiized in the 2nd

Battalion sector. The battalion moved rapidly and at 1025

captured objsctive C, established road blocks, and sent patrols
(36) Lt. Col. Cleyton Thobro
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towards objective D. Many enemy emplacements were found
abandoned, & probable effect of the naval and alr preparations.
The Regimental Commender ordered 2nd Battalion to proceed to
objective D. This objective was captured after a skirmish with
20 German riflemen by Compesny F while crossing the hills.
Thirty-five prisoners were captured but since the Regimental
éwiﬂteam hed not lsanded, accurate information was not available.
Minor interrogation was accomplished'by 2nd Battalion but no
important information could be obtained. 2nd Pattalion temporarily
remained on objective D. {37)

By the time lst Battalion landed, ensmy anti-aircrafi
guns, machine guns, mortar, self propelled and artillery were
firing but our smoke plan was effectively destroying the enemy's
accuracy thus all units landed successfully.

lst Batﬁalion landed on the right of the 3rd Battalion
at 08&5, advanced, through ensmy beach defansive‘fires and mine
Tields, to the régimental reserve area., A strong combat paitrol
Qas sent to objective C-2 and no resistance was encountered.
The remainder of the battaiion moved to objective B, at 1400
hours, to relieve Company I. The reason, obviously; why lsit
Battalion was not moved prior to this time was because they were
held as a security aﬁd counterattacking force.

The Regimental Commander's forward party landed simultaneous-
ly with elements of the lst Battalion. The smoke covering the

landing began to disperse somewhat and enemy heavy mortar snd

some self propelled weapons fire was being directed effectively

(37) A-5, p. 134, personal knowledge and statement of Captain
Richard L Xerr, executive officer Company & and Major Robert
D. Marsh ‘then Cormpany Comsander Company F.
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onto the beach. After moving about 100 yerds inlend to a

small cluster.of trees on the north sdge of the beach, a short
halt was effected. 1In the anxiety to galn contact wiph all
units, radio nets were reopened. (38) This forwasrd party was
brought‘under observed heavy mortar fire and six casualties

- resultedj all were Key communications and other specialists
personnel. A short time later the 30th Infantry Regiment began
landing and c¢rossing the beaches. 1t was found that due to the
mass of troops crossing the beach at this time, a slight state
of confusion was caused temporarily. Elementé of the 30th
Infantry Regiment passed through the 7th Infantry Regimenteal
forward CP and disrupted communications by accidently tearing
out wire liﬁes, and several of 6ur men thought that the troops
passing through the area were our own and started to follow
them. The Regimental Commander's forward party declded to move
to the aresa designated previously and try 0 contact the bat-
talions from that location. In advancing to this area it was
necessary to pass through two mine fields, one of which was

a dummy field, obviously an attempt to confuse our landing
party. Upon reaching the draw designated to be the Torward CP
area, contact was gained with all units as well as the heach
engineers, who were by now destroying mines and underwater
obstacles in an attempt to establish landing lanes for the support-.

ing weapons. A4t 1030 all units reported that they were making

progress and the Regimentel Commander ordered the 2nd Battalion

to capture the objective D. About this time the forward CP
(38) Radio nets were closed for the perilods of beaching.
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party came under artillery fire of a heavy caliber and was
foreed  inland further than anticipated. Minor casualties in
the CP group caused & reorganization while on the move.

. Four floating tanks, known as DD tenks, were landed with
the asseult waves. Two on sach flank of the regiment. Thfee
of these reached shore, one was hit by a shert rocket round
and subseguently sunk by an underwater mine. In another of
these tanks the tank commander was wounded by enemy small arms
fire. The two remainling tanks landed without incident and
supported the infantry by fire. (39)

The effectiveness of the use of check points, proved very
ialuab;e and saved a great amount of timelas evidenced by the
convenience and brevity of the following message from the
regimenﬁal S-3 to the regimental executive officer, "CP 400
yds N of Pt. EX. Join us immediately." Contact points and
phase lines also proved valuable in the same manner particularly
in coordinating and contlnuing advances. Phase lines were also
used as 1lines of departure. 4An example of the use of contact
points is cited by this message from Commanding Officer 7th
Infantry Regiment to Commanding Officer lst Battalion, "Concord
will contact you ét Utah". (40) |

Immediastely after the assault troops landed, beach englneers
began esxploding the rémaining mines &and destroying water obstacles.
some armor and artiliery was oﬁ its way in to the respective

landing areas. The Reglmental Commander requested that this
(39) A—E}:(AO) Personal knowledge
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operstion be Expedited due to the excellent breakthrough and
advances being exploited.

It 1s well to note at this time that much of the equipment
garried by the assault troops was found discarded. Items found
by the besach engineers consisted of gas masks, extra bangalorl_
torpedos, satchel charges, etca;x%mmver, most of the items
were in excess to the individualt's combat loads.

The 3rd Battalion lsnded with Company I on the right,
Company L in the cenﬁer and Company K on the left. Company I
encouﬁtefed no resistance and advanced rapidly capturing objective
B. Company K encountered small arms fire lmmediately upon landing.
All units except Company.l received enemy light mortar and
artillery fire from the peninsula at Cavalaire-sur-Mer; how-
ever casualties were light and the battaiion advanced rapidly,
bypassed Cape Cavalaire énd captured objective A. Road blocks
were established and patrols sent to the west and north. Due
to the preparation fires of the navy and air support, many
dazed prisoners were captured without resistance. (41)

At iOBOIhours Company K dro#e on for‘objective A-1 and Company

L dispatched a patrol to contact Company I at the contact point
Texas. The route of.advanoe for the 3rd Dattalion was more
heavily mined than the routes of other unitse in the regiment.
Shortly after 1030 hours the 3rd Battalion was ordered to Tollow
Company K's advance to the Division Beachhead liﬁe to the west.

Scattered enemy resiétance, at appropriate defensive positions,

was quickly neutralized by the 3rd Battalion. The forward elements

(41) 4-5, p. 135, Statement of Lt Col Ralph Flynn then S-3
3rd Battalion : ‘
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of tue battalion reached the division beachhead line at 1900
hours.

It is well to point out that the actual occupation of all
obJjectives indicated ﬁﬁs not accomplished. Only such objectives
as the battalion commanders decided to actually place troops on,
and those where the enemy indicated a defensive attitude, were
captured and occupied by our forces. The objectives indicated
were the responsibility of the commanders concerned and had the
enemy held each one in force i1t would have been necessary to
coordinate an atﬁack-on each objective.

The 7th Infantry Battle Patrol landed on the left flank of
the 3rd Battalion but received mortar, 20-mm flak and some self-
propelled weapons fire throughout their landing. Mines wWere
encountered by the first elemenis on the beach. The patrol
experienced great difficulty in advancing to the beach highway
due to fhis enemy fire and mines. The navy 1ncreased their smoke
concentrations and this assisted In screening the movement by
decreasing the enemy's observation and accuracy of fires. Two
casualties were reported prior to hitting the beach. The Battle
Patrol after reorganization on the beach line, pivoted thelir
movement to the west with thfee platoons abreast, astride the
coastal highway. The lst Platoon on the left,south of the +
highway, eﬁqounteréd a large amount of small arms machine gun
and sniper Iire when they reached the edge of the town of
Cavélaire-sur—Mer. The peninsula afforded the enemy the best
position from which to hamper the landing operations, and utilize
his forces to the best advantage. Weapons obgerved at this time

" consisted of one self-propelled artillery piece, 4 artillery pieces,
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numerous anti-aireraft 90-mm guns, one anti—tank gun, Ercasements
and numerous maehine'gun poslitions. The l1lst Platoon leader and.
platoon sergeant were killed, the platoon guide was. seriously
wounded in the neck by & mine fragment but he led his platoon
through the minefield and attacked a fortified position. It was
in this action where he was again wounded;in the shoulder by a
_sniper. .He continued to lead his platoon in the attack through
nortar fire and conducted & house to house assault against enemy
machine guns and snipers. This time he was shot in the leg which
feiled him from whére he continued to give orders and direct the
assault as best he could. Finally, unable to continue, he was
forced to give the command of the platoon to a section sergeant
who continued the actlon. The platoon, now about one-third its
original strength, was successful in continuing the advance. {42)
Many other individual acﬁions occurred which may be attributed to
the training, initiative and courage. Another sergeant single
hande&;destroyed tﬁo enemy machine gun positions and a lieutenant
captured 18 determined enemy. A private destrbyed another machine
gun and two other privétes Tirst class destroyed an enemy snti-
tenk gun end killed 10 enemy personnel. (43) The Battle Patrol's
2nd énd 3rd Platoons encountered the same minefield as did the

ist Platoon, and received fire from two pillbdxes west of the 1st
Platoon's pivot position. These were quickly destroyed and the
2nd Platoon advanced through Cavelaire-sur-ier into the peninsula.
The yards and certain areas in and arouna the streets of Cavalaire-

sur-ler contained minefieids enclosed by barbed wire.

(42) A-5, p. 134, statement of Captain Willism Dieleman
Battle Patrol Commander. Sgt. James P. Connor received the
CMH for this action. (43) &-5, p. 134

<9



Particular care was taken to prevent troops from entering these
mined areas. The 2and Platoon emplaced‘machine guns and mortars
éo as to fire in rear of the enemy positions which were located
along the coast to the east. 4n automatic rifleman was placed

so es to fire'directly on to a self propelled weapon located
between the platoon and the coast. The 3rd Platoon joined the

<nd Platoon at this time. The lst Platoon was nearly exﬁausted
and tacticaelly destroyed, amd no further mission could be assigned
this unit. A strong patrol was dispatched by the Battle Patrol
commander to destroy all remaining enemy‘aloﬁg the eastern

coast of the peninsula. In about 1-1/2 hours the self-propelled
weapon was destroyed by a satchel charge and all other enemy
weapons were neutralized by small arms fire and hand grenades.

One lone enemy machine gun opened fire at the Battle Patrol Cp

but it was quickly neutralized. At approximately 0945 hours

the Battle Patrol continued on its mission to the west.

The exact number of enemy aiguédiypment destroyed s
unknoﬁn; however, the overall picture of the prisoners taken
during 15 August 1944 indicated the enemy order of battle
included elements 765 Regiment, 242 Division; 242 Artillery
Regiment; 10/1291 aArtillery Regiment; 1/765, IV/76, III/917
and IV/917;.I/305, 6/757/ 11/933 and I11/757; miscellaneous
army and navy persomnnel. {44) |

The Battle Patrol'mission remained that of being attached

to the 3rd Battalion.

( *’4-14-) A—2.-\_
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ADVANCE TQ THE WEST -

At 1700 hours 15 Auéust 1944 the Commanding General 3rd
Infentry Division ordered the continuance of the advance to the
west. 1st Battalion was ordered to move west astride highway
98, through La Nole, to the corps beachhead line. This move
~was begun immediately. During the night of 15-16 August the
Battle Patrol established a road block in the vicinity of
,EEEEEEER on the right flank of the 3rd Battalion. The forward:
elements of the 3rd Battalion contacted the French Groupe

de Commeandos, and passed through their positions in the vicinity

- i :
Y R

of objectives A=l and A-5, at 1900 hourS;F}(AS)

Company K with the Battle Patrol attached led the 3rd
Battalion advance to the west along the coastal road and encounter-
ed strong stubborn enemy delaying forces entrenched in appropriate

defensive positions. At 2345 hours Company K was forced to a

[
halt, in the vicinity of Cavalaire and Pointe de La et, due

T —— R e ..

t
!

to enemy fire from about 4O enemy who were defending on terrain
that afforded only little troop and no armor maneuver. The
high hills to the north and the open soft beaches provided ths
enemyfwith 1deal positions. All approaches were mined and pro-
tected with‘both small arms and snti-tank fires. One tank,

attached t6 3rd Battalion, snd one reconnalssance vehicle from

the 3rd Reconnalssance Troop, were destroyed by fire. Commending
Officer Company K directed tenk fire and destroyed one enemy

machine gun, but the enemy retalisted heavily and caused minor
(45) Statement of Lt Col. Ralph Flynn then S-3 3rd Battalion.
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disorganization in the company. The Company Commander led his
men through a mined area and destroyed three hostile machine

guns. Unable to advance the Commending Officer. 3rd Battalion
(46) led Companies I and L to the north on high ground where
they could gbserve enemy positions which were located on Pointe
de Eﬁ;ﬁf’ & small peninsula south of the coast road. The

enemy had Companies I and I areas well registered with mortar
and artillery fire which was placed on these two companies as
soon as they reached the hills. Mines were also encountersed
and several casualties were caused by these scattered fields.
Despife this fire and mines the flanking forces had ﬁhe enemy
nearly sealed off by 1300 hours. After a coordineated attack

on these positions by the 3rd Battalion, thé enemy attempted

to escape but only & few accomplished this due to the complete-
ness of the 3rd Battalion pincer movement. Enemy personnel

captured consisted of one officer, 91 enlisted men. During
this action meny men displayed outstanding courege. (47)

At 1900 hours 16 August the 3rd Battalion again continued the
advayce to the west.

During this action and subseguent engagements of the 7th
Infantry Regiment the enemy failed to destroy the very limited
roud net in the Red Beach sector. Had the esnemy done this, it
would have been difficult to overcome such an obstacle.

The 7th Infantry regiment less the 3rd ba{talion a:iqnced

to the west through Le iole astride highway 98% " 1st Bs talion,

in the lead passed through Le kole at approximately 2230 hours.
(46} 4=5, Capt John W. Blalkie Compeny Commander Company K
and Lt Col Lloyd B. Ramsey Commanding Officer 3rd Battalion. -

(47) Pfc Juland A. Aaron received the DSC and 5 other men
received Silver Stars for this actiom.
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At 2300 hours the Regimental CP advanced party entered Le iole
and were fired on by several small arms weapons from a road
plock in the vicinity of & lumber yard. Upén proper Investiga-
tion it was found that a French Groupe de Commando party had
established the block and opened fire by misteke. The Regiment
continued its advance in the order of lst Battalion, Regimental
CP forward pearty, and <nd Battalion. fhe forward elements
of l1lst Battalion encountered small eﬁemy resistance, consisting
of 5 to 20 riflemen, throughout the night. At 0800 hours 16
August 1944 . the advenced guard encountered a s.rdngly held
TNy £3 SN
road block et Grattleloup road junctiow’ The regimental
forwaerd party immedistely set up operations on the side of the
highway_in a draw close tc the 1st Battalioﬁ elements. A road
blowout protected by enemy small arms fire prevented lst Battalion
troops from advsncing. The lst Battalion rifle companies
maneuvered but were unable to pegetr&te_the sneny's small arms
rachine gun, mortar, and esrtillery fires. in all day bhattle
was Tought with littie advence being accomplicshed prior to night
fall. At 1500 hours the enemy increased all fires particulariy
those of his artillery and heevy mortars. Ain enemy concentration,
searching the draws snd highway approeches hit an ammunition
truck and several other supply'vehicles‘which inflicted a few
caesvualties and started & forest fire. The Regimental 5-3
vehicle was hit by an artillery shell and all records anda
eyuipment were destroyed. Needless to say that the emmunition,

gesoline and other ecuipment lost was detrimental to the operation
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e
limited amounts. Elements of the <nd

since supplies weégﬁiﬁ
Battelion were committed to fighting forest firés which threat-
ened our main supply route. At 2000 hours 16 August, Company
C ceptured the enemy position &t hillAEAO, 7; but Compzany B
was experiencing great difficulty in moving to the high ground
north of the road junctiqn.' The 2nd Battelion, et 1415 hours
16 August, dispatched COmpany F, with an artillery liaison
- officer, cross-country to the south of Compeny C position and
parallel to a secondary road whlch connects Bormes and Gratteloup
road Jjunction. At 0800 hours 17 August,éfé'Battalion ceptured
Bormes and'shortly thereafter Compeny F gained contact at this
poiﬂt. The terrain along.bompany F route of advance was |
rugged, in that very high hllls esnd rough terfain retarded
their advénce. The méjority of the hills were terraced, with
steep walls. The uncertalnty of the enemy's positions elong
this route caused the company much concern and forced & slow
advence with extended reconnaissance patrols. The darkness of
the night lent itselfl to‘the advaentage of the enemy, s&ll these
factors combined restricted the speed of the operation to a
great extent. 2nd Lattalion liess Company F passed through 1lst
Battelion at 0900 hours., They succeeded in destroying enemy
resistence end continued the advance to the west. (48)

| The 3rd Battelion advanced along the coastal road end
pessed through Le Laveandou auring the night of 16-17 August;

Enemy personnel and positions were bypassed throughout this

movement: The forward elements of the 3rd Batteiion received

(48) Personal knowledge and the combined statements of
Lt Col Ralph Flyun and kiajor Robert D. Marsh. 4A-5, p. 135

34



fire from'positions 2000 yards south of Bormes &t 0300 hours

17 August. Since the battalion was to advané;Afapidly 8s
possible; it wae decided, after & small skirmish, that this
position should be bypessed. at 0700 hours Compény L reinforced

with tenks and taenk destroyers, was sent to capture the town

of Bormes which was accompliched after & fire fight. About
10 enemy with two artillery pieces were captured in this
actlion.

Supporting the 3rd Battelion during this meneuver was
Battery C of the 10th Field Artillery Battalion; commended by

Ceptain Anderson. At 1030 hours he was passing through Le

LEXEEESB while on reconneissance for new p081t10ns, when he
and his party were ceptured by an enemy force which had been
bypassed during the night. (49)

The 3rd Battalion advenced to Le Verriere ;oad junection
where sll units of the 7th Infantry Regiment converged.

It is well to note thast many encmy were bypassed and ceused
alarm several times by sniper action in our rear areas. In one
J instance an enemy patrol cut the axis of communications between
Regimental end Division Headquarters. |

The 2nd Battelion continued the advance to the west astride
highway 98 and continued to encounter isclated 1lslands of re-
slstence consisting of &n automatic weapon protected with 5 to .
10 riflemen. One tank supporting Company E was destroyed by

enemy anti-tenk gun fire in the vicinity of Maravenne River.

(49) Personal Knowledge and statement of Lt Col Ralph Flynn,
then S-3 3rd Battalion
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During these meny fire fights several officers and enlisted men
distinéuished themselves by courageous combat while under intense
fire. (50}

The Regimentsal CP was established in a drew east of IKV
Honore. 1st Batpalion moved by vehicle from their assembly
area north of lLe Verriere to Pierrfeu arriving there at 1745
hours 17 August.

)

3 : )
Hyeres-Cueﬁs road while Company B moved to Cuers two miles

Company A established & road block on the

northwest of Pierrfeu.

3rd Battalion passed through 2nd Battalion and'assembled
in the vicinity of Le Lassons during the night of 17-18 August.
£t 0615 hours 18 August, 3rd Battalion attacked along the high
ground north of highway 98. Due to the rugged terrain, advance
wes slow and at 1260 hours the forward elements encountered
heavy resistan;e in the vicinity of Le Galoupet. This resistanﬁe
consisted of all types of firse, particularly'that of small arms
which wes fired from well prepared defenses which protected thg
coastal guns. Companies I and L, sbreast, repulsed sn enemy
counterattaék that attempted to advence between the two company '
flanks. de Battalion assumed defensive positions on the high

ground north of highway 98 overlookling Hyeres.

RELIEVED BY THE I FRENCH CORPS

At 1445 hourS.IS August & unit of the French Groupe de

Commandos consisting of approximately 800 troops attached to the

(50) A~5, p. 135, S/Sgt Stanley Bender Company E received the
CMH for his action in capturing La Londe; Pvt Edward S. Hargt
Company E received the D3C (posthumously)} for his participation
in the same action; many others were cited for bravery during
16-17 August sction.
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7th Infentry Regiment relieved the 2nd Battalion who were in
& hasty defensive position in vicinity of La Londe.

-Companies T and L atta?ked a pillbox and enemy entrench-
ments Lo the west of their positions but received very heavy
fire. A subseguent attack from the souﬁheast by the French
Groupe de Commandos succeeded in capturing the position. The
French units supported by the 3rd Battselion efforts destroyed
8 blockhouses, with walls 6 feet thick, 4 artillery pieces,
killed 6C Germans and took 100 prisoners. The French, at this
time, continued the sction &nd reverted to their own respective
command. The 7th Infantry Regiment completely relieved by the
French forces began the movement by motor to the north.

2nd Battalion moved by vehicle to the north of Flassins
thence on 19 August 1944 occupied temporary positions in the
viciﬁity of Meounes and ForcalqueiertQ |

3rd Battalion moved by vehicle to the north to the vicinity-
of Aix on 19 August and prepared for an advence to the north.
o By 20 August 1944 the entire regiment was again explbiting
the advance to the-north towards the Rhone Vailey penetrations

and oun to Montelimar.
Statisties (51)
Totel KIA (7th Infantry Regiment) on Red Beach
D-Day 58%
Total casualties (7th Infantry Regiment} on Red
Beach on D-Day | <03

*This figure does not include MIA or other unreported casualties

as of 16 August 1944.

(51) A-8& and A-5, p. 285
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Contrary to common belief the southern France invasion
was the costlliest one of the four amphibibﬁs assaults conducted

by the 7th Infantry Regiment.

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

In analyzing this 5peration, it can be reslized that
detalled plans_énd coordination prior to an 1nvasioﬁ, are a
vital Instrument in success. Training was'probably the most
importent and proved its worth by the numerous occasions of
'individual heroism and actions. ©Small unit commanders dis-
played initiative in practically all instances.. Plans and
preparaetions for amphiblous landings mnét enticipate situations
which include both a speedy breskthrough with extended sﬁpply
lines, and the opposite sltuation where the enemy might comtain
tﬁe beachhead. |
Emphasis on small unit training, physical conditioning,
and briefings paid.large dividends as evidenced by the lack of
exhaustion, fatigue, and confusion of the individuel in this
operation. |

The excellent coordination between the army small units,
navy commanders and air forces prevented hinderance in accom-
plishing a difficult mission.

The advantages of a daylight landing were realized by the
7th Infantry Regiment when the tremendous fire power and close
supporting weapons, which were lacking in previous night land-

ings, prepared the way for assault troops.
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Loading of troops and troop comfort must be considered.
Although troops were crowded, all convenlences possible were
provided. During the period aboard ship”ﬁriefings and activi~
‘ties were continuous; however not to the extent of harassing
the mén and depriving them of needed rest and relaxation.

Such improvised field expedlents as DD taunks, V boaté,
andAfocket ships, ?roved themselves worthy of existence in this
operation. There is however room for improvement in these
instruments.

Communigations with the units within the regiment failed
in sevéral instances, primarily in the case of the 30th Infantry
Battle Patrol, and the 3rd Battalion actions. There is a definite
need for more powerful communications egquipment 1n this type of
operation. Wire was used only in local situations. Due to the
heavy traffic across Red Beach, wire was the most difficult to
maintain., Civilian cpen wifes were used but with only limited
suécess. Pyrotechnics were used to good advaﬁtage during the
initial beaching of units. .

Spebial combat orgaenizations such as beattle patrols were
most effective and freed the battalions for lafger and more

aggressive misslons. These organizations are however a field

expedient and probably would not prove successful as part of a
normal orgenization.
The possibility of accomplishing the execution of an

alternate plan decreased as units began movement ashore. As

. in the case of the Znd Battalion when three LCVP's hit mines,
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it is doubtful if the alternate plans could have been executed
in an orderly manner. Once the invasion began it wbuld‘have
been impossible to recall or maneuver the regiment. Emergency
alternate action, as affects the smaller units, couid'be
initiated by individual boat commanders.

The use of coordinating lines and reference point code
systems proved to.bé the most éxpeditious means in designating
pqsitions. This was pointed out to be the actual messages
transmitted.

As éxperienceﬁ by the regimental CP group, all units must
clear the beach, especially when follow~up-troops are to pass
through the area. Execution of the original plen is imperative
except when the'situation demands a'change.‘

Close-up beach engineer support is of utmost importance as
obviously pointed out by the fact that the 36™engineers began
destroying beach obstacles and mines lmmediately, so as to
allow supporting armor and artillery to lend..

The planning and designation of individual equipment loadé
is an importent factor in efficiency. Individuals were forced
to drop many items that were found té be too bulky and heavy to
carry. Aids in carrying equipment may help shoulder the load,
but the weight remains the same., Much of the equipment and
supplies was recovered by the beach parties and used to good
adventage; therefore if_individﬁals are overloaded as é means
of getting limited supplies ashore, this method is successful.

Due to the limited road net and the rough impassable

terrein, the enemj failed greatly in utilizing one of his most

40



potent weapons when he failed to destroy the roads at the

numerous places which lent themselves to his advantage. 1n
considering the locetion of the southern France landing, the
guestion arises as to whether this was given consideration and
what preparations were made to overcome this great obstacle.

W ithlin the 7th Infantry Regiment there were no.means of
assisting armor and supplies acroés the rugged mountalns; there-
fore foot travel would have definitely retarded the operetion
end reduced the rapid advence and fighting effectiveness.

In the 3rd Battalion sector, vicinity of Cavalaire, the
high mountains c¢hannelized the movement of the battalion; this
was also true of lst and 2nd Battalion actions in the vicinity
of Grattleloup. The channelized condition ceused the commit-
ment of troops of one small unit at a time; this was not true
in all instances, but where applied, the shock of massed fire
was lost.

Units particularly those of the 3rd and 2nd Battalions
and the Battle Patrol, continued to advance regsrdless of the
mines encountered. This is important as can be reallized by the
fact that if mines stop a unit they immediately become vulnerable
to enemy fire.

Another fagct, outlined by this operation, is that of
continued strong attacks and the maintenance‘of the initiative.
All units of the regiment continued the attack in a steady

- pressure throughout the days and nights in which they were

engaged. Once the attack started defense was not considered as
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a probeble line of action.

During this operation, although nbt expressed in preced;ng
paragraphs, control was facilitated by therfact that this was a
daylight\operatioh. Needless to say that concealment could be
obtgined'as inaicated by the smoke plans, but this lent itselfl

to the maintenance of better control than did the darkness of

a night landing.

Reconnal ssance patrol reports and other reports were lack-
ing from both lower and higher units. However since this opera-
tion was on a large front, only such actions by the enémy_as
would affect the entire operation seemed importént. Normally
the information gained affected the immediate unit. The
exception tc this was reports pn“road conditions, bridges, etc.

Sniper action, although c¢ostly tc our forces, was in-
effective In halting or even retarding the advance. This 1s
evidenced by the actions of the 2nd Battalion in Le Croix and
the Battlé Patrol at Cape Cavalajire-sur-Mer.

Mop-up operations and foad patrols are necessary %o Keep
bypessed enemy personnel and positions from interfering with
supporting units and supply echelons. This was verified by the
capture of the artillery commander long.after our units hed
'passed through the Le Lavandou and the enemy road block set
up between regimental and division command posts.

Speed in reorganization, at coordinating llnes, was accom-

plished by all units. Undoubtedly previous briefings and train-

ing enabled commanders to execute this with utmost speed.
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Prisoner of War Interrogation Teams did not land scon
enouzh to gain information from the fifst prisoners captured.
Znd Battelion captured thirty-five prisoners in vicinity of
objective D but were unable to obteln needed information &s
to enemy capabilities, because‘no trained interrogators were
aveilable, Interrogators should land with the advance command
post party and immedlately establish an interrogation center
where they ean gain an immediate over-all picture of the enemy's
opposing forces. S-2 landed with the executive officer's
party, in a subsequent base, snd jo}ned the regimental qommander
one hour aftér landing (see Annex Page 3).

Individual leadership by small unit commanders and the
combined courage of each soldier is the backbone of a combat
operation. This is proven by the outstanding examples displayed
by individuals throughout the operation.

In comparing this operaﬁioﬁ with the nine principles of
war the following points can be noted:

Mass and Objective: Certalnly these principles were
execﬁted to the fullest extent as indicated by the large amount
of troops concentrated in accomplishing one miésion. The force
of the 30th Infaniry Regiment landing placed more than enough
masé across Red Beach. All troops had the same obJective &and
that was to destroy the enemy resistancs.

Surprise and Security: This was masintained only
insofar as to the éxact‘location of the invading force, once

the preparatory fires were initiated, even this was lost. The
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Germans expected an invasicn but did not know where. 1In
considering the operation, shock seemed to have more affect on
the enemy than the initial surprise; this shock was accredited

primarily to the preparation fires followed up by the aggressive
landing forces.

Cooperation and Offensive: Cooperation between the
7th Infantry Reglment and the naval forces was perfect. There
mey have been minor discrepancies but these were easily over-
come through the efforts of all persons concerned. This point
is verified by the support rendered during the training and
operational phases. Certainly the results of this operation
clearly indicated that offensiveness was clearly understood
and supported by all troops.

Movement and Economy of.Force: Although troop move-
ments were limited at times, the overall operation of the 7th
Infantry Regiment maintained movements and maneuver at all
timés. Economy of‘force was demonstrated by the use of jrd
Battalion's advancg along the coastal road supported by the
lst and 2ad Battalions flanking advence inland in rear of enemy
defenses.

Simplicity: This may have been violated to a minor
extent in the o6riginal planning. Field Order Number 12 outlined
the regimental plans and orders in minute detail. The pivot to
the west may be considered és a complicated méva, but under the

.existing circumstances pressure could not be released from the
left flank. 4 foothold to allow the reserve regiment to land

had to be forced, therefore with this in mind and also the
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realization that the plans wbrked perfectly without flaw |
it may be assumed that the plans were simple enough fér adequate
success. _

To sum up the results of this operation: The 7th Infantry
Regiment, although & veteran in night amphibious assauits, exe-
cuted a daylight landing against enemy forces with great success.
No matter how well planned and executed an operation might be
there are always numerous lessons to be learned. The regimentg,
qperating on & broad front, depended greatly on the individual
commander to carry out and msintain the aggressiveness and ini-
‘tiative. The continuous rapid advance regardless of conditions
kept the enemy off balance and he was only able to set up delaying
forces but never able to counterattaék in strength. Close co-
ordination and the efficiency of all supporting weapons and units
enabled the regiﬁent to asccomplish its mission. The enemy's Y
losses most definitely affected his tactical forces and intentions.
This blow opened therway for a rapid.pursuit up the Rhone Valley

and the elimination of the German 19th Army at Montrelimar.

LESSONS
Some of the lessons observed by this operation are:

1. Plans and alternate plans for an amphibious operation

nust be p}éﬁared in detail, with all logical conditions considered,
and all operations carefully coordinated.

2. Realistic, progressive, and physical training is a very

essential part of preparations for an invasion.

mrr—

3. Daylight landings have the advantage of messed close-in

-

support of observed fires and better control of troops.
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4. The importance of briefings and instructions to each

individual cannot be over-emphasized.,
-E;m'ﬁieia”éxpedienﬁs sﬁch as.DD ténﬁs, V boats, rocket
ships,-&nauggécial oféanizations are a definite asset and should
be used to the maximum extent. -

6. Surprise, followed by heavy and intensive fire prepara-

tions, can confuse and subdue the enemy to & point where he is

reluctant to return fire.

7. Coqmgyications are vital to an opération and should be
supplemented by alternate mesans.

8. " Adeguate simple and understandable codes must be
utilized and designed for use by all units of the regiment.
The use of reference points and coordinating lines proved to be
the best method.

9. The declision to use an alternate plan must come early

in the operation.

10. All units of the assault echelon should clear the
‘beach wigﬂaafwdeiay.

11. The original plan should be executed to the letter,
unless the situation demands a change.

12. Infantry support by beach engineers and other such

personnel must be immediste and continuous.

13. Individuals should not be overloaded with excess eguip-

\‘._w-t.‘ -

ment that hinders their fighting efficiency.
~14. Enemy actions and capabilities, as pertains to obstacles
and blocking,of road nets, should be considered and appropriate

action planned.
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15. When attacking astride highways with extreme mountains

on either side,.it is necéﬁéary to by-pass scattered snemy
and.fight oniy those who biock your advaﬁce. .l |

16. Moﬁ—up‘OPerations and armored road patrols are needed
along maih-sﬁbply routes and axis of communlcations in this
type operation. |

17. Troops must continue the attack regardless of mine-
fields aﬁd ébéﬁ;cles encountered.

'18. Constent pressure must be mainteined against the

enemy.

19. Sniper action in rear eress will not halt an advancing

gn A T W

force.

Jl\éO. Speed in_reorganization is necessary and essential in
capturiﬂg thé initial beachhead line and preventing the enemy's
" recovery from'initial shocek.

21. Penetrations must be exploited immediately.
22. Aggressive leadership in small units is pafticularly
important in an amphibious operation.

7?3. Supporting elements must prdvide close and continuous
support throughout the entire operation, particﬁlarly supporting
weapons such as armor; artiilery and naval gun fire.

24, Prisoner of War Interrogators must land with elither
the battélionror regimental forward command post parties, in

order to effectively support the operation.

47



ANNEX :

THE ACTUAL PARTICIPATION OF THE S-3 SECTION .

The S-3 Section of the 7th Infantry Regiment, on 1 July
19,44 at Pozzouli; Italy, consisted initially of one major, one
captain, one first lieutenant, one second lieutenant; one
master sergeant, one staff sergeant, three techniecians fourth
gradé, two technicians fifth,gradé, and one private. On or
about 2 July two additionél-lieutenants were added to the sec-
- tion for the purpose of aséist;ng in training and liaison missions.

Major Jack %. Duncan (S-3) and Major Richérd Smith {S-4)
attended the first plenning board at Naples, Italy, where the
initial plans, coordination, and logistics were developed. The
5-3 Section at this time combined operations with S-2 and estab-
lished a "War Room™. Actually'this "War Room"™ was a large tent
surrounded by barbed wire and heavily guarded by regiﬁ;ntal mili-
tary police.” All planning meterial, maps, sandtables, 5-2 material
and conversation that pertained to the operation were kept in this
secure area. |

The S-/ established a small set-up of his own where he
conducted the logistical part of the operstion in compleﬁe
secrecy. No identification or reference to the landing plans
wére méintained in the S-4 installation.

When wajor Duncan was hospitelized oﬁ about 2 July 1943,
the 5-3 Section was reorganized by the Regimental Commander.
Gaptaiﬁ Wyeth set up a training section that consisted of him-
.« self, three lieutenants end several enlisted men. This section

organized and conducted a vigorous and progressive training .



pfogram. The emphasis of training was placed on squad and
platooﬁ combat firing problems, physical conditioning, night
attacks, organization and operations of boat teams, attacks
through gassed afeas, and command post exercises. This section
conducted specialized itreining such as amphibious comﬁunications,
operations, functlons of cannon and antitank companies, and

- combined tank-infantry attacks. A short training phase also’
included a river crossing'based on the anticipation of crossing
the Rhone River, France. Needless to say, the training sub-
section was very busy and the many problems that arose were
adeyuately handled by those involved. This section held ths
responsibility of teaching each men what he must know in order
to successfully accomplish our missicn.

Colonel O'Mohundro decided to handle the amphibious opera-
tions in another subsection, which consisted initially of Lt.
Foulk, i/Sgt Powell, S/Sgt Sallee, T/4 Cherapeka, and Pfc Armel,
from the 5-3 Section. Captain Dymock and T/4 Uecker constituted
the personngl from the S5-2 Section; This subsection operated
in the "war Koom" previously described.

The regimental command post installations were situated.
along en improved road which connected highwey 6 with the ocean.
The %arious tents were located in an olive grove well concealed,
but this concealment decreased in reatio with the time the rezi-
ment spent in the area. Training and operational areas were
adequate and available for practically any phase of training
or experiment. Desertéd pillboxes, which dotted the area, were

utilized as excellent treining aids. The Mediterranean Sea was



within walking distance and the hinterland offered various
types of mountains and riveré.

During the month of July the "war, Room" waé'a ﬁivé‘of
activity. The S-3 perscnnel were busy coordinating naval support
in compliance with division directives. Plans were formed, |
studied, revised, and restudied. S-2 was busy sﬁpplying S=3
with up-to-date information, recommendationé_and planning
aids. Sandtables, rubber terrain maps, aerial photos andldther
aids were adequately supplied by the S-E’Section. This coordi-
netion was continuous and mutual throughout the operation; S5-3
made freQuent viéits to the 1l5th and 30thrInfantry Regiments to
coordinate contact points, landing plans, phase lines, time
schedules, and general planning data.

Throughout‘the planning ﬁhase, the.Regimental Commander and
5=3 condugted conferences with battalion commanders where they
issued\fragmentary instructions and tentatlive plans. Gradually
battalion S5-3, S-2, and unit commanders attached to the regiment
were allowed to view the pluns and operations anticipated.
Finally when the tentative plans were formed, a meeting of the
abo#e-personnel was held at the "War Room”. A discussion of
the plans was.conducted by the Regimenﬁal S-3 and the recommenda-
tions of the Battalion Commanders and staff were accepted.

It must ba undefstood, that during the planning phase,

enough Informetion was disseminated to the troop commanders so

they could prepars and acquaint themselves Tor the operation.



Security consisted mainly of secrecy of plans? places, and
times, 4ll troops obviously knew that they were to make an
amphibious landing tha£ would conform to their training and
preparations.

Simultaneously with the planning and coordinsting phase
two practiice operations were conducted by the 7th Infantry
Regiment. These opserations included ioading of token vehicles
loads. 411 attached and supporting troops participated in
detail. The practice eree was outlined by 3rd Division G-3
but the exact landing areas znd practice beaches were selected
by the regimental eXecutive offiéer and S-3. Units practiced
landings with the ships snd small boats that they'were to use in
the actusl operation.

When.all plans were completec, end necessary cocrdination
with the nevy, beach engineers and adjacent units was eflected,
a final briefing was conducted by the Regimental Commander at the
"ﬁar Eoom". &all officers were assembled including thoce attached,
supporting, observers and liaisons. The final briefing included
a detailed explsnation of the plan followed by each battalion
and separate commender ststing their respective operations. No
identificatipn &5 to the country involved was mentioned.

The S-32 Section conducted the loading of troops while the
S-4 hendled vehicle and materiel loading. Troops were marched
to the loading area at Biai snd Nisidi, Italy. & time schedule
was used but to no advantage; en accident at the loading area

made it necessary to have the control posts (Control officer



stationed along the route of march) hait the columns &nd move
the trcops into an emefgency essembly area.

The S-3 Section was orgenized into two operational sections
for lending purposes. Two officers and three enlisted men were

‘placed on the command LCI with the Regimental Commender. The
communications officer, headguarters commandant, and severalr
other enlisted men were also present on the commend LCI. The
Executive Officers and S-2 with the remainder of the command
post perscnnel lasnded in & subseguent wave.

There was no activity during the trip except mental re-
hearsals of the operatlon and miscellaneous reports to division
by use of radlo, S=3 ecquainted himself with the commend LCI
communications and operational control system. This was to play
an important part at e lster date.

One hour prior to H-hour, command end S-3 readlio nets were
opsned. This was a safety measure in case of emergency, however
no transmissions were made during this period.

At OQOO hours, the Regimental Commender and S-3 moved to
the deck of the LCI where three SCR 300 rsdios were opened with

one on each battalion net. Communicstions to division weas through

the ship's radio.

' D-day morning was c¢lear and bright with a milé breeze and
warm temperature. During the navy end air preparations and the
initial run for shore no operstional control wes necessary.

Prior to lsnding, severasl unimportent messages were trensmitted
to the battalions which were ﬁore in the form of a verification

of contsct. All persons watched the lsnding progress under the



fire support, asnd when the enemy opened fire it was unnecessary
for S-j to call for fires because the navael observers irmediately
provided'eounterbattery fires.

A command LCVP waé launched sbout oné guarter mile off shore.
This boat contained a 1/4 ton 4Lxl4 vehicle equipped with a SCR
196. The Regimental Commeander, three SCR 300 radio operators,
two 5-3 officers, communications officer, headduarters commendant,
three 5-3 enlisted men, and the navy coxswein. The CP group
advanced inland to & small wooded sand dune where an aipempt t0
conteact the Eattalions was unsuccesslful.

The action which followed this incident is outlined in the
body of this monograph. The S-3 Section arrived at the designated
CP location which was in defilade in reer of objective B. Contact
wes gained with all units immediately. S-3 on order of the Regi-
mental Commander attempted to expedite the movement of armof
end other supporting weapons. Normal functions of theAsection
begen when the remainder of the section Jjoined the forward group.

When the CP moved to Le Mole, S-3 sccompanied the forward
party.and contaected elements of the 1lst Battalion. The majority
of orders were issued in fragmentary form directly by the
Regimentsl Commander to the Battalion Commanders. S-3 handled
the supporting troops. Radio wés the primary mesns of communi-
cotion but wire was installed whenever practical.

Normally when the Regimentasl Commander went forward, one

of the S-3 officers would accompany him, but due to the peculiar

situation in this operstion, the S-3 was more velusable at the



forward_CP, where complete éontrol of the regiment was possible.
The S-3 Section followed the advence of lst and <nd
Battalions and meintained lisison with the 3rd Battalion by
eowmx&m“and radio communicetions. During the rapid advences on
16-17 August S—3ISection operated on the road or in a draw close
to the assault battalions.,
| Captain Wyeth assumed full 5-3 duties and Lt Foulk feverted
. to assistaht S=-3 on 17 August. |
During combat operations the following S-3 records, reports,
end files were maintained:

1. ©S5=2 Journal: This was actuglly a combined S-2, S-3
Journal maintesined by the enlisted personnel under the super-
vision of the 8—3; All messages were recorded and thé nemes of
both sender snd receiver werse noted; The Jjournal was supported
by & file of written messages &nd orders.

2. Dally Situation Reports: These reports were sub-
mitted by CW radio or liaison officers. Division G-2 indicated
the frequency of such reports. Normaslly this report was submitted
at 1506 hburs'daily; however there were sltuations where it was
reguired twice dailyf

3. Periodic Reports: This was the normel periocdie
report, as requiréd by regulations, submitted at the end of each
month.

L. S-3 Work Sheet: MNo formel work sheet was maintéined‘
The operations sergeant usueslly kept notes as dictated by the

S=3.



5. Dally Summary of Operationsﬁ Normally submitted

a8 of 1200 hours for the previous day's action. Usually
the assistant S~3 compiled this report which was a summary of
the regiment's operations, patrols, sdvances, present situation,
morsle, and enemy affects on operations. An overlay showing
- all moves, unit locastions, and front line positions accompanied
this report. |

6. Situation Map: During raplid moving situations-and
emphibious landings the situation map consisted of a.small
hand board type map. The "War Room" contained manyrlarger and
more detailed maps.

7. Plenning Maps: These were omitted during the lending
operations and nqt established during the period covered by this

monograph.



